EAST ASIAN EXECUTIVE REPORTS INDEX FOR 1997 


The listings below are grouped as Articles, Executive Briefings, Texts, and Business Indicators with the most recent appearing first. 
The month and year following the dash in each entry refer to the issue in which that entry appeared. If an article or text was printed 


in several parts, all the issues in which it appears are listed. 


—Articles— 


CHINA 


* Enforcing China’s environmental rules: openness about con- 
ditions may be part of a growing trend. As days of secrecy 
fade, NEPA plans to use public opinion to pressure pol- 
luters—Dec 97 

* China issues new rules strengthening regulatory structure 
over Internet. Emphasis on public security and state interest. 
By Mo Zhang—Nov 97 

* Losing control: China issues new capital contribution regula- 
tions. By T. K. Chang—Nov 97 

* Recent developments in China, the U.S. and Hong Kong raise 
tax issues for U.S. multinationals. By Stanley G. Sherwood, 
May Huang, and Edward Shum: 

- Part I: Hong Kong’s reversion, PR.C. legal structures and 
US. tax implications—Sep 97 

- Part II: Capitalization of FIEs with intangibles, transfer 
pricing, tax holidays and tax deferral, and tax reform pros- 
pects in China—Oct 97 

¢ What's ina number? Worries about reliability plague all who 
use Chinese statistics. Figures can be wildly exaggerated, 
riddled with what is called shuifen (literally "water content")— 
Sep 97 

° ae rules to guide FIE reorganizations. By Randy Peeren- 
boom—Jul 97 

* China’s 1997 investment climate: reforms constrained by con- 
cerns about inflation and stability—Jun 97 

* Plans to revitalize China’s sprawling machinery industry— 
May 97 

* China establishes framework for overseas project financing. 
An alternative to the guarantee of foreign debts. By Mo 
Zhang—May 97 

* State Council notice nullifies statutory rights of creditors. By 
Donald C. Clarke—Apr 97 

* Getting foreign investments through the approval process— 
Apr 97 

° Intellectual property law in China. By Michael N. Schlesinger: 
- Part I—Complying with TRIPs requirements—Jan 97 
- Part I-Evolving judicial role in enforcement—Mar 97 

* Regulations on antidumping, countervailing duties adopted. 
By Mo Zhang—Feb 97 

* China after Deng. By Frankie Fook-lun Leung—Jan 97 


HONG KONG 


* Recent developments in China, the U.S. and Hong Kong raise 
tax issues for U.S. multinationals. By Stanley G. Sherwood, 
May Huang, and Edward Shum: 

- Part I: Hong Kong’s reversion, PR.C. legal structures and 
US. tax implications—Sep 97 

- Part Il: Capitalization of FIEs with intangibles, transfer 
pricing, tax holidays and tax deferral, and tax reform pros- 
pects in China—Oct 97 


INDONESIA 


* Foreign investment in Indonesia: Legal, regulatory develop- 
ments, new reform packages, problems. Part I: Legal and 
regulatory developments since 1994. By Robert N. Hornick 
and Mark A. Nelson—Dec 97 

* Credit card market is charging ahead—Jun 97 

* Foreign investment trends—Mar 97 

* Bank Indonesia issues two new regulations on bank lending. 
Will affect foreign banks—Mar 97 
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Supreme Court rules that loan signed abroad cannot be se- 
cured by hypothec on Indonesian land. Alarming decision 
for foreign banks. By Robert N. Hornick—Feb 97 


JAPAN 


Japan moves toward deregulation of retail sales of electric 
power—Nov 97 

Can new-to-market software suppliers succeed in Japan? Lo- 
calization, marketing, distribution and after-sales service are 
key—Aug 97 

Japan's changing ways: New residential land leaseholds, re- 
tail lease rental methods—Jul 97 

Japan’s import procedures for dietary supplements—May 97 


MALAYSIA 
Discussing Malaysia’s insurance future—Jul 97 


MYANMAR (BURMA) 
Myanmar issues long-awaited insurance business rules. By 
James Finch—May 97 
U.S. sanctions against Myanmar: Are there viable alterna- 
tives? By James Finch—Feb 97 


PHILIPPINES 


$1.37-billion IMF standby credit for Philippine reforms in 
1998-99—Nov 97 

Information technology market close to $3 billion in 1997— 
Oct 97 

Philippine mining industry: environmental, constitutional 
hurdles for foreign firms—Apr 97 

Philippine government procurement regulations—Mar 97 
Philippine economic outlook: Can the near-tiger economy 
move into NIE ranks by 2000?—Feb 97 

Philippines tariff reform: Accelerating IT reductions, over- 
view of continuing programs—Jan 97 


SOUTH KOREA 


Korea’s economic downturn: Need for foreign investment 
speeds up liberalization trend. Caps on foreign investment in 
refineries, private power to be lifted by June—Dec 97 
Investing in Korea’s ports: Ministry facilitates discussions on 
foreign investment in projects—Dec 97 
South Korea accelerates information superhighway—Dec 97 
Korea prepares to liberalize IPPs, allow more foreign partici- 
pation—Dec 97 
End-of-year look at economic crisis in Korea and what it means 
for foreign businesses. Sector-by-sector analysis—Oct 97 
Agency/distributorship in Korea: most frequently asked 
questions—Oct 97 
Korean Commercial Arbitration Board—Oct 97 
Korea’s SOC infrastructure projects—Oct 97 
Dealing with payment problems during Korea’s economic cri- 
sis—Sep 97 
IMF standby credit, performance targets—Sep 97 
Setting up an office in Korea: steps to take, where to get 
help—Apr 97 

TAIWAN 
Taiwan’s ongoing liberalization of telecommunications: wire- 
line license tenders set for late ‘98—Sep 97 
Amendments to three GIO Laws. By C. W. Ting—Aug 97 
New work week gives Taiwanese more leisure time (and re- 
tailers hope they'll spend it shopping)}—Aug 97 
WTO-related tax amendments. By Summer Yu—Jul 97 
Taiwan says it will implement nationwide "smart" card sys- 
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tem. IC cards to replace 21.4 million printed ID cards—Jul 97 
New law gives responsibility for protecting drinking water to 
environmental authorities. By Eddie Liu—Jun 97 
Taiwan amends its patent law. By Daisy Wang—Jun 97 
USS. court decision supports Taiwan reorganization proceed- 
ing. U.S. firms subject to foreign bankruptcy laws and courts. 
By Sharon L. Babbin—Jun 97 
Trademark Law amendment. By Joseph S. Yang—May 97 
Digital switching equipment market opening to competition— 
May 97 
THAILAND 

Effects of the economic crisis on Thai power, telecom sec- 
tors—Dec 97 
Thai bankruptcy law: pending amendment would at least be 
a step in the right direction—Nov 97 
Thais study proposed rail projects for economic quadrangle 
but may opt for cheaper road/air links—May 97 
A primer on investing in Thailand: basic rules, regulations, 
practices: 
- Part I: Ownership, work permits, incentives—Jan 97 
- Part Il: Taxes, environmental regulations, labor, and other 

factors—Feb 97 


UNITED STATES 


Recent developments in China, the U.S. and Hong Kong raise 

tax issues for U.S. multinationals. By Stanley G. Sherwood, 

May Huang, and Edward Shum: 

- Part I: Hong Kong’s reversion, PR.C. legal structures and 
US. tax implications—Sep 97 

- Part II: Capitalization of FIEs with intangibles, transfer pri- 
cing, tax holidays and tax deferral, and tax reform pros- 
pects in China—Oct 97 

US. court decision supports Taiwan reorganization proceed- 

ing. U.S. firms subject to foreign bankruptcy laws and courts. 

By Sharon L. Babbin—Jun 97 

US. sanctions against Myanmar: Are there viable alterna- 

tives? By James Finch—Feb 97 


VIETNAM 
Vietnam makes efforts to reverse slowdown in foreign invest- 
ment—Nov 97 
What makes joint ventures work in Vietnam?—Nov 97 
Overview of tax developments 1996/97—watershed changes 
in Vietnamese tax legislation. By Frederick Burke—Oct 97 
New accounting/auditing circular will significantly affect 
FIEs. By Nicholas Blower—Sep 97 
Vietnam’s new law on enterprise income tax. What foreign 
firms need to know. By Stuart Cioccarelli—Aug 97 
Vietnam’s electric power sector: plans, realities, market tips— 
Aug 97 
Vietnam’s transition to the market—Aug 97 
Vietnam introduces value-added tax, effective in 1999. By 
Fred Burke and Frank Meier—Apr 97 
New foreign investment law implementing regulations. An 
overview, with emphasis on changes and tax-related pro- 
visions. By Thanh Nguyen—Mar 97 


—E£xecutive Briefings— 
CAMBODIA 
IFC expected to start with power and tourism in developing 
Cambodia’s investment opportunities—Feb 97 
CHINA 


Taxes raised on foreign banks—Nov 97 

Effects of Southeast Asian economic crisis—Nov 97 

Labor cuts—Nov 97 

Survey finds Internet market growing, but predicts barriers 
will limit growth—Oct 97 


First antidumping investigation launched—Oct 97 

Safety licensing for imported boilers—Aug 97 

Ban on disposable unbiodegradable plastic utensils—Aug 97 
New accounting standards—May 97 

New move to reduce CD piracy—May 97 

IPR training center ized—May 97 

Expanding demand for phones—May 97 

US. Trade Representative to monitor China for intellectual 
property rights protection—Apr 97 

Tax on foreign banks trading yuan—Feb 97 

Bank of China starts forward trading of the yuan against the 
US. dollar—Feb 97 

US-China textile agreement—Feb 97 

Chinese retail trends: shopping at bargain stores on the 
rise—Feb 97 

Coal gas development—Jan 97 

New State Administration for Industry and Commerce 
rules—Jan 97 

Cosmetics market expected to grow—Jan 97 

Joint venture dual accounting systems—Jan 97 

Foreign investment in power sector—Jan 97 

Intellectual property right violations hotline—Jan 97 
Antidumping rules—Jan 97 

New draft telecommunications law—Jan 97 


HONG KONG 


Proposed tax break for information technology spending— 
Dec 97 

U.S. Trade Representative names Hong Kong for inadequate 
intellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 


INDONESIA 


Foreign ownership of joint stock company shares—Nov 97 
New regulation aimed at increasing geothermal power—Oct 
97 

New wholesale/distribution regs—Oct 97 

Foreign trading company representative office regs—Oct 97 
Local food franchisors press government for protection—Sep 
97 

New requirement for foreign satellite operators to cooperate 
with PT Indosat—Jul 97 

Preparation of asset-backed securities regs—Jul 97 

New procedures for importing gas/oil mining equipment— 
Jul 97 

Deregulation package unveiled—Jun 97 

Approved foreign direct investment down—Jun 97 
Restrictions on property loans—Jun 97 

Restrictions on big retail chains—May 97 

Controls on foreign franchises to be introduced—May 97 
Auto and chemical sectors to be excluded from deregula- 
tion—May 97 

PLN proposes changes to power-purchase rules—May 97 
U.S. Trade Representative names Indonesia for inadequate 
intellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 

Clearance at ports backed up, though some improvement— 
Mar 97 

New industrial estates planned—Jan 97 


JAPAN 


Waste management law revised—Sep 97 

Plans for multimedia zone on Okinawa—Jun 97 

New pharmaceutical bureau—Jun 97 

New 2x4 home building code—Jun 97 

Imported building materials and equipment promoted—May 
97 

U.S. Trade Representative names Japan for inadequate intel- 
lectual property rights protection—Apr 97 

2x4 homebuilding code revised, but still some U.S. concerns— 
Mar 97 

Distributors handling imports squeezed by weak yen—Jan 97 
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LAOS 
* Applies for WTO membership—May 97 
MALAYSIA 


Emergency plan for hazardous industries—Dec 97 
Foreign land purchases liberalized—Dec 97 
Liberalization of foreign equity ownership—Nov 97 
Revised economic forecasts—Oct 97 
Public environmental concerns raised by haze—Jul 97 
¢ New regs prepared for metal-finishing industry—Jul 97 
PHILIPPINES 


* MEN duty rate changes considered—Dec 97 

* Tighter rules on foreign contractors opposed—Nov 97 

* Donors want Philippines’ official development assistance law 
amended—Nov 97 

* Philippine International Trading Corporation considering 
more emphasis on countertrade—Nov 97 

* Investment in Philippine economic zones higher—Nov 97 

* Strong export growth narrows trade gap—Jul 97 

* Philippines named by U.S. Trade Representative for inade- 
quate protection of intellectual property rights—Apr 97 

* Economy strong—Mar 97 

* Imports outpacing exports—Feb 97 

REGIONAL 


¢ Vietnam proposes land routes for linking capitals, seaports 
and major industrial zones of ASEAN countries—Oct 97 

* Asian countries named by U.S. Trade Representative for inad- 
equate protection of intellectual property rights—Apr 97 

* US. Trade Represeniative intellectual property rights calendar 
of developments—Apr 97 

* Explosive growth expected in Asia’s demand for medical 
products—Feb 97 

SINGAPORE 


* US. Trade Representative names Singapore for inadequate in- 
tellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 

¢ Pioneer investors in the Vietnam/Singapore Industrial Park 
get licenses and sign leases—Feb 97 


SOUTH KOREA 


¢ Internet—no Korean tariffs on Internet commerce; new elec- 
tronic commerce and intellectual property legislation pro- 
posed; Korean participation in international Internet pol- 

—Nov 97 

* Energy-efficient technologies key to future business in Kor- 
ea—May 97 

* US. Trade Representative names South Korea for inadequate 
intellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 

* US. exporters’ collection problems with Korean banks, contin- 
uing slowdown and other problems—Mar 97 

* 24 more cable TV operators to be licensed—Feb 97 


TAIWAN 
* Taipower to be privatized—Nov 97 
* New screening procedures for land use—Oct 97 
a ee a in government contracting—Jul 97 
merge j,ovincial responsibilities under Ministry of 
" Semen aid Communications—Jul 97 
* Ceilings raised on forex remittances, foreign investments in 
securities—May 97 
* Long-term funding system—Apr 97 
* Relocating the cement industry—Apr 97 
* Real estate market opened to foreign investment—Feb 97 
THAILAND 
* New U.S.Thai tax treaty—Dec 97 
* Real estate in northern Thailand: from boom to bust—Dec 97 
* Thai slowdown: jobs at risk, cuts in power projects, new IPP 
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bids suspended—Sep 97 

* Economic crisis: restructuring package; political infighting 
threatens plans; debt and securitization issues; exports a 
bright spot; problem of timing—Aug 97 

* 12 new life insurance licensees register—Jun 97 

* One-stop center for visas, work permits, and re-entry permits 
opened—Jun 97 
Baht devalued—May 97 
US. Trade Representative names Thailand for inadequate in- 
tellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 
New insurance firms allowed into Thai market—Jan 97 
Banking industry expansion—Jan 97 


UNITED STATES 


New U.S.-Thai tax treaty—Dec 97 

US. Trade and Development Agency approves first three 
grants for Vietnam—Oct 97 

Citibank to open branch in Ho Chi Minh City—Oct 97 

US. investment in Vietnam’s Dinh Vu Economic Zone—Jun 
97 

Asian countries named by U.S. Trade Representative for inad- 
equate protection of intellectual property rights—Apr 97 
US. Trade Representative intellectual property rights calendar 
of developments—Apr 97 

Japan’s 2x4 homebuilding code revised, but still some U.S. 
concerns—Mar 97 

USS. exporters’ collection problems with Korean banks—Mar 


97 

US.-China textile agreement—Feb 97 

Bank of China starts forward trading of the yuan against the 
US. dollar—Feb 97 


VIETNAM 


Foreign investment incentives—Oct 97 

U.S. Trade and Development Agency approves first three 
grants for Vietnam—Oct 97 

Citibank to open branch in Ho Chi Minh City—Oct 97 
Vietnam proposes land routes for linking capitals, seaports 
and major industrial zones of ASEAN countries—Oct 97 
US. investment in Dinh Vu Economic Zone—Jun 97 

Legal changes make it easier for overseas Vietnamese to re- 
turn—Jun 97 

USS. Trade Representative names Vietnam for inadequate in- 
tellectual property rights protection—Apr 97 

Pioneer investors in the Vietnam/Singapore Industrial Park 
get licenses and sign leases—Feb 97 





—Texts— 


JAPAN 
2x4 Home Building Code—Jun 97 


TAIWAN 
Industrial Cooperation Program—Draft Industrial Coopera- 
tion Agreement—Aug 97 
Industrial Cooperation Program—Jul 97 

VIETNAM 


Law on Foreign Investment in Vietnam: 1st installment—Jan 
97; 2nd installment—Feb 97; 3rd installment—Mar 97; 4th 
installment—Apr 97 


—Business Indicators— 


* Japan: Target market sizes for new industries—Apr 97 
* Philippines: key economic indicators—Mar 97 
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